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gone and that very night was tinder way.   And
not a moment too soon.

Schwarzenberg still cherished the hope of con-
cluding a truce with Napoleon and feared lest his
efforts in that direction might he frustrated
through Blucher's impetuosity. He first tried to
hold the latter a little longer in his neighbourhood,
and sweetened his proposals by the prospect of
a battle on the heights of Colombey-les-deux-
Eglises. When these proposals produced no effect
Schwarzenberg stormed the King and Alexander
with representations and finally sent positive
orders to Blucher accompanied by the following
missive from Frederick William:

As negotiations for a truce with the Emperor Napo-
leon are in progress, and this truce will very likely
soon be effected, the case is altered with regard to the
order to assume the offensive which the army under
your command received; and you will now be obliged
to change the direction of your march from Arcis to
Dienville. Prince Schwarzenberg will already have
informed you of this orally; but I hereby, and in
order to dispel any uncertainty, repeat the directions
in writing.

That evening Schwarzenberg wrote that the
anticipated truce had not become a reality, but
that there was all the more necessity for speedily
rejoining the main army and that he was confident
Blucher would already have marched in the
direction of Dienville.